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                                     Santa Rosa Plateau Foundation

                                     Today’s Efforts Preserve Tomorrow’s Past

                                 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
EVENT/SUBJECT:
Garden Tour Fundraiser to Feature Local Artists



Fundraiser for children’s education program at the




Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve




“Gardens and Art in Harmony”

DATE: & TIME
Saturday, April 29, 2006
                                   10:00 – 4:00
SITE:


Seven Selected Garden Homes – La Cresta, Murrieta

CONTACT:

LuAnn Schrock – Event Chair




(951) 813-8391
EVENT INFO:

Brochure at Visitor’s Center at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve 



39400 Clinton Keith Road, Murrieta, Foundation Website www.srpf.org



Ticket Price $15/person – Advance purchase recommended



Call (951) 813-8391 or the Foundation Office at (951) 461-7667 for ticket info

PHOTO OP:

Yes

The Plein Air Artists Association of Riverside (PAAR) will be donating a portion of  the sales of their works which will be on display and for sale as part of the Third Annual Santa Plateau Foundation’s Garden Tour – “Gardens and Art in Harmony”.    In addition to a self-guided tour of seven 5 to 20 acre estate garden properties, attendees will have the opportunity to view and purchase the artists works.  
Plein Air, French for “open air” painting became popular in the nineteenth century when paint manufacturers made available for the first time a wide variety of pre-mixed oil pigments. Originally, paint was mixed in pig bladders, and now with this innovation, the artists could more easily transport their paint into new environments. This transportable medium was instrumental in opening the door to the Impressionist movement. Finally the artist could, as Claude Monet wrote”…paint the air in which are situated the bridge, the boat.”

Plein air painters work in the natural environment, capturing the impression of light and air as they experience it. Sessions on location can last from a few hours to the better part of a day depending on light and weather. It is a generally accepted practice that once back in the studio, the artist will add a few final touches to complete their painting. Most plein air painters use a limited pallet and employ traditional techniques and materials. 
The garden tour is a one-of-a-kind event for this area combining gardens and art;  Sponsored by the Santa Rosa Plateau Foundation and underwritten by Barbara & Scott Walker of Walker & Walker Coldwell Banker Real Estate and Laurie Travis of West Coast Escrow,  the event benefits the third grade education program at the Santa Rosa Plateau Ecological Reserve.  The program, which has provided outdoor education programs for approximately 70,000 elementary students over the last 10 years, lost its funding, previously provided by the Metropolitan Water District.
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